Distracted Driving
Brought to you by BHS Insurance

February 2020

INTRODUCTION

Distracted driving is a leading cause of the increasing number of auto accidents and the
severity of resulting injury and damages. Understanding how to avoid distraction and
implementing best driving practices to keep our employees, volunteers and guests safe will
be our focus in the next couple of newsletter articles.

The University of Minnesota has done considerable research on Roadway Safety. One recent
study involved the impact of using a cellphone while driving; their findings are startling,
indicating that cellphone usage impairs one’s ability to drive more than being intoxicated.
Talking on a cellphone and other driver distractions pose a major hazard to those on the road
and potentially within our Gardens.

OSHA'’S DISTRACTED DRIVING INITIATIVE

Distracted driving has come to the attention of OSHA and the DOT and they are working
together to encourage employers to combat distracted driving. Currently OSHA requires
employers to prohibit any work policy or practice that encourages employees to text while
driving, due to the significant increase in risk of being injured or killed in a motor vehicle
crash. While there is not a specific standard, OSHA is citing a general standard that reads
“employers must provide a workplace free of serious recognized hazards”. If OSHA receives a
credible complaint they will investigate and take action. We will likely see additional
standards as they continue their efforts in this area.

PREVENTING DISTRACTED DRIVING

Using a cellphone while driving, whether over the road or within the garden, can pose a
major distraction and is a hazard to those around us. While cellphones are the leading
distraction, there are a number of activities that should also be avoided while driving vehicles,
golf carts, mowers or other garden equipment.

To minimize risks while driving:
e Prohibit any policies that would encourage workers to text while driving. (OSHA)

e Do not talk on your cell phone or email/text message. If you must conduct a
conversation you should pull off the road or use hands free technology.
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e Never use a cell phone (even hands free) in bad weather, work zones or during heavy
traffic.

e Avoid reading maps or directions; plan your route before you begin to drive and pull
into parking lot if you need to review a map. If possible, program your destination into
your vehicle and listen to directions.

o No eating, drinking or smoking while driving.

e Makeup and hair is best done before getting into your vehicle and not in the rearview
mirror.

e Do not take notes or search for phone numbers.
e Adjust your radio or sound system before you begin driving.

e Keep in mind that any non-driving activity you engage in is a potential distraction that
could lead to an accident.

INSURANCE INDUSTRY RESPONSE

Much of the cost associated with auto accidents is payable by insurance; whether it is the cost
of lawsuits and settlements, medical and rehab expenses, or repair and replacement of
vehicles. The Insurance Industry has always been diligent in underwriting auto risk in terms of
the size and condition of the fleet, the driver’s age and experience, and the location and
mileage driven, as well as requiring favorable loss history. Consequently, these are all
important considerations as you onboard new drivers, establish driving duties and
responsibilities while striving to avoid accidents and injuries.

In the course of the hiring process those who will have driving responsibilities will need to
pass a Motor Vehicle Record (MVR) review. If you need a vendor to assist you with MVR
checks, we recommend AmericanChecked, an accredited background check provider. If you
need assistance in the evaluation process, please contact us at BHS.

SAFETY FIRST

Allowing yourself to become distracted while driving can lead to serious and even fatal
consequences. Be a responsible driver and make paying attention to the road ahead your
number one priority when you are behind the wheel.

MORE INFORMATION

For more information, please call a member of the BHS Insurance Public Garden team at
(800) 350-7676.

INSURANCE

All Rights Reserved | Page 2



