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Making Sustainable Selections For 

Your Seasonal Color Plants

Jim Harbage



Longwood Gardens Strategic Plan
Goal 4, Objective B, Task #4

Help Establish Innovative Environmental Stewardship 

Practices for Public Gardens

Advance Longwoodôs commitment to conservation and 

sustainable practices

ñDevelop sustainable policy and 

practices for plant production and 

display.  (Example: Establish guidelines 

for selecting crops as related to energy 

efficiency and conserving resources.)ò 



Develop Sustainable Policy and Practices 

for Production and Display

Å Encourage best practices

Å Protect ecosystem

Å Quantitatively track

Å Provide system to evaluate 

sustainable practices

Å Benchmarking

Å Prioritize sustainable practices

Å Assign names to tasks

Å Provide interpretations for 

sustainable issues and 

solutions

Å Sell the plan

Å Reduce time demand on 

production and display staff



Seasonal Crop Sustainability Matrix 

for Production and Display

Who should participate

Å Display Designer

Å Display Horticulturists

Å Production Manager

Å Floriculture Managers



Seasonal Crop Sustainability Matrix 

for Production and Display

Å Identify sustainability criteria to 

guide seasonal plant choices

Å Create sustainability rating 

method for seasonal crops

Å Apply design value modifier for 

ñIconic Plantsò


