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TODAY’S PANELISTS

USDA-ARS / USNA: 

Richard Olsen – Director, US National Arboretum 

USDA-FS: 

David Pivorunas - Acting Director, National Forest Genetics Laboratory

Vanessa Lopez - Invasive Plants National Program Manager 

USDA-APHIS: 

Lora Katz - Management and Program Analyst

PA Department of Agriculture – Dana Rhodes, State Plant Regulatory Officer

USDA-NIFA: 

Megan Haidet, Division of Plant Science

Facilitator

Casey Sclar, American Public Gardens Association
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• The Plant Collections Network is a long-term collaboration 

between the Association and USDA, coordinating a 

continent-wide approach towards germplasm preservation 

and excellence in collections management
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• 125 Nationally Accredited Plant Collections 

• References for plant identification, cultivar registration, 

taxonomy, evaluation, breeding, etc.

• Compass for Progress: Standards of Excellence
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• Association MOU to easily obtain Plant Collection Permits on 

Forest Service Lands

• Tree Gene Conservation Partnership

• Collecting grants to obtain seed and materials to distribute in 

establishing ex situ conservation sites
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• Encompasses a variety of awareness activities 

and resources to engage public gardens in plant 

protection and plant conservation
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• Sentinel Plant Network Outreach and Education 

(“Goal 5”)

• Sentinel Plant Surveys for quarantine and 

significant pests and diseases

(“Goal 1S”) 

http://www.nature-rx.org/
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• Plant Heroes (Plantheroes.org)

• Forest Health Protection Outreach

• Conservation Demonstrations
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Grant Partners:

Securing Crop Wild Relative 

Biodiversity: Botanic Gardens And 

Agronomists Unite To Raise Public 

Awareness And Provisioning 

Agro-Ecosystems by Sustaining Vital 

Germplasm
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United States 

Department of 

Agriculture

National Institute of 

Food and Agriculture

Award #: 

2016-08605

With Generous Support Also Provided 

By:
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Potential distributions of  CWR

Greene et al. (2018) North American Crop Wild Relatives: Conservation and Use. Springer. In press.

Agriculture and Botanic Garden 
Collaborations  Securing Crop Wild Relative Biodiversity  

December 7, 2018 



Distributions of  CWR, genebanks, and botanic gardens

Agriculture and Botanic Garden 
Collaborations  Securing Crop Wild Relative Biodiversity  

December 7, 2018 
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CELEBRATING CROP DIVERSITY:
Connecting Agriculture, Public Gardens, and Science

Symposium – Des Moines – April 2-4, 2019
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Other USDA Intersections

Pollinator Conservation and Awareness

Urban and Community Forestry

National Public Gardens Week

National Clean Plant Network – Roses

Specialty Crop Research Initiative 

National Initiative for Consumer Horticulture
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Easy to Use
• Customized 

Comparisons and 

Filter Criteria

• Instant Word 

Snapshots &

PowerPoint 

Summaries

Security
• Data is housed 

on secure site,

confidential by

institution

Our gardens have almost as many visitors as 

all professional sports league attendance!

GARDEN VISITATION

• Est. 120 million visitors/year! (est. for 600 member gardens)
• 1 out of 6 people in a 25mi. Radius of garden have visited there

• 62.5 million visitors reported (n=144 member gardens; median = 121K)

PROFESSIONAL SPORTS LEAGUE COMPARISONS

• Combined NFL, NBA, MLB, and NHL Attendance = 131 million

• Growth rate declining or flat (Source: Deloitte, Forbes, etc.)


