
From First Americans to New Americans 

Franklin Park Conservatory 
and Botanical Gardens 
Growing to Green Program

 Started in 2000, with 12 
gardens in Columbus

 Provides resources and 
education

 5 acre Community 
Garden Campus

 Leadership Academy
 Hub Gardens initiative, 

the “Dirty Dozen”
 Annual Awards program
 Annual Conference  

“We Dig Ohio”
 2019, now have assisted 

over 300 garden 
projects



Native American Indian Center of Central Ohio
 First Americans

 Visioning 

 Four Directions

 Welcoming

 Ceremonial 

 Cultural

 Food

 Jerry overhears 
us talking….



Native American Indian Center of Central Ohio
 Jerry Hobson

 Blackfeet Tribe
Montana

 Unemployed, 
Homeless, 
living under 
bridge

 Artist 

 Sketched out 
his vision



Native American Indian Center of Central Ohio 
 FPC Growing to 

Green worked to 
find donations of 
scaffolding and 
paint

 Jerry worked on this 
mural solo all 
summer

 Combined culture 
and agriculture in 
mural

 We recruited 
community 
volunteers to install 
gardens

 Crack in wall



Native American Indian Center of Central Ohio
 Crack in wall 

became lightning!

 Print and 
television media 
attention

 Jerry soon found 
work and 
apartment

 Center continues 
to struggle with 
steady funding

 Food pantry and 
programming, 
summer camps in 
2019



Charles Madison Nabrit Memorial Garden

Spearheaded by Charles’s wife, Paula Penn Nabrit, Charles Madison’s 
sons and nephews built the 38+ raised beds from 700 feet of untreated 
lumber, lined the beds with cardboard for organic weed control and 
then filled each of those beds with 8” of the 20 tons of organic soil.

The garden sits in a formerly fallow field behind the Church of Christ of 
the Apostolic Faith, home of a 105+ year old congregation. Many of the 
congregants are 4th and 5th generation descendants of the original 
members and many more are descendants of participants of the great 
migration. The CMNMG taps into that cultural legacy of gardening, 
cultivation, knowledge and care of the environment. The garden also 
abuts a recreation center and a charter school so multi-generational 
learning happens in the garden and in community classes.



Charles Madison Nabrit Memorial Garden



Charles Madison Nabrit Memorial Garden



Paula, Mommy, Charles Jr., Damon and 
Four Generations

• Video    https://youtu.be/H3k8uAecqaQ

https://youtu.be/H3k8uAecqaQ


Franklin County International Harvest Garden

• Franklin County is proud to offer two gardens – The International Harvest 
Garden on Frank Road, southwest of downtown, and Mound Street 
Community Garden located in the heart of downtown Columbus. Here 
gardeners can grow their own fruits and vegetables, mingle with and learn 
from other gardeners, and are a part of a growing national movement 
toward making healthy and organically grown food available for all. These 
garden projects are spearheaded by Franklin County Commissioners and 
assisted by Growing to Green and Franklin County Master Gardeners. At 
the International Harvest Garden, plots are laid out for Franklin County 
residents in a half acre fenced area while a large Somali community has 
another area nearby for growing of their cultural crops. They have recently 
expanded to more garden space for growing with the Burmese community. 



Franklin County International Harvest Garden



Franklin County International Harvest Garden



Franklin County International Harvest Garden



Capital Park Family Health Center
Community Garden

• The Capital Park Community Garden is located at the Capital Park 
Family Health Center. The garden provides opportunities for HOFHC 
patients and local residents to learn about food production, nutrition 
and healthy eating. This begins our fifth season of gardening at this 
site and each year the garden has grown a little larger to help fulfill 
the demand for plots. The garden plots are available on a first come 
first served basis.

• The garden serves large immigrant, refugee and new American 
community members



Capital Park Family Health Center
Community Garden



• Video  https://youtu.be/YsVkxd5PqNk

Capital Park Family Health Center
Community Garden

https://youtu.be/YsVkxd5PqNk

