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Trail of Tears, 1838

Toccoa Falls, Toccoa, Georgia 







Dorceta Taylor, 
Environmental 

Sociologist



Black Bodies, 

Green Spaces

Jareline Maxiel, educator, at Riverside Park in Manhattan.   

Credit Naima Green



Carolyn Finney, Cultural 
Geographer



NATURE



Stanley Asah, Social 
Scientist



J. Drew Lanham

Ecologist and Professor, 

Birding While Black 

YouTube video



J. Drew Lanham, author of 

The Home Place, Memoirs of 

a Colored Man’s Love 

Affair with Nature



“…thousands of people can’t afford a square foot 

of the soil that their ancestors paid for with their 

lives… and I think about land…



“…More and more I think of land not just in 

remote desolate wilderness but in inner-city parks 

and suburban backyards and community gardens.”



Jamaica Kincaid,

Novelist, Professor and 
Gardener
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Binomial Nomenclature and 
the Herbarium    



Carl Linnaeus

1707-1778    



Homo sapiens var. europaeus: 

white, sanguine; long blonde hair; blue eyes; 

gentle, acute, inventive; covered with close 

vestments; and regulated by laws.



Homo sapiens var. americanus: 

red, choleraic, righteous; black, straight, thick 

hair; stubborn, zealous, free; painting himself 

with red lines, and regulated by customs.



Homo sapiens var. asiaticus: 

sickly yellow to brown, melancholic, stiff; 

black hair, dark eyes; severe, haughty, greedy;

covered with loose clothing; and regulated 

by opinions.



Homo sapiens var. africanus: 

black, phlegmatic, relaxed; black, frizzled 

hair; silky skin, flat nose, tumid lips; females 

without shame; mammary glands give milk 

abundantly; crafty, sly, careless; anoints 

himself with grease; and regulated by 

caprice.



“… I advance it therefore as a suspicion only, that the blacks, whether 

originally a distinct race, or made distinct by time and circumstances, are 

inferior to the whites in the endowments both of body and mind. 

It is not against experience to suppose, that different species of the same 

genus, or varieties of the same species, may possess different 

qualifications.” 

Notes on the State of Virginia, Thomas Jefferson, 1781  

Monticello

Charlottesville, Virginia



Middleton Place

Charleston, South Carolina





Abandoned rice fields on the 

Ashley River, South Carolina



Middleton Place

Charleston, South Carolina



Sid Frazier, 

VP of Horticulture, 
Middleton Place
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“Slavery to Freedom Tour”
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Isaac, Jackson and Johnnie Leach
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Magnolia Plantation and 
Gardens



Searcy Garden Club Breakfast and Hat Show, Arkansas, 
1940s







Values of The Negro Garden 

Club of Virginia, 1942: 

1) Home Improvement

2) Community Improvement

3) Improving Race Relations

4) Recreation and Creative Expression



Redlining:

a discriminatory practice by which 
banks, insurance companies, etc. 
refuse or limit loans, mortgages, 

insurance, 

etc. within specific geographic areas, 
especially inner-city neighborhoods. 

dictionary.com



Mississippi, 1908



Atlanta Botanical 
Garden



Denver 
Botanic 
Garden



Washington Park 
Arboretum



1)Examine History and 
Systemic Racism 

• Landownership = Stolen Land

• Binomial Nomenclature = Stolen Names

• Enslavement = Stolen Labor

• Jim Crow Laws = Stolen Rights
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Enslavement = 
Stolen Labor



Jim Crow Laws = 
Stolen Rights



University of Washington 
Botanic Garden Herbarium 

Seattle, Washington



2) Start Conversations about 
Systemic Racism



3) Ask ourselves and 

our organizations:  

Can we change?

Are we willing 

to change?



Nina Simon 

Mississippi Goddam,1964



African Emanuel Methodist Church 

Mass Shooting, Charleston, SC 
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