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THE UNITED NATIONS 2030 
AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

ÅAdopted in 2015

Å17 goals, 169 targets

ÅRecognize human 
development within 
environmental, economic, 
social and political contexts

ÅShape governmental action



The Sustainable Development Goals



SDGs and Public Gardens

ÅSDGs can highlight the value of public gardens

ÅSDGs can demonstrate the fundamental 
importance of plants for the planet

ÅSDGs can be a vehicle for public gardens to 
engage policy makers and demonstrate their 
contributions to sustainable development



Abby Meyer, BGCI-US Executive Director
at Huntington Botanical Gardens
abby.meyer@bgci.org
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The Public Gardens 

Sustainability Index 

represents a holistic 

approach to define 

principles and best 

practices for 

operational 

sustainability, 

sector-wide
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Crop Genetic Resources 

and 

Global Food Security
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Sarada Krishnan

Denver Botanic Gardens



Goal 2:  End hunger, achieve food 

security and improved nutrition, and 

promote sustainable agriculture
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2.5: By 2020 maintain genetic diversity of seeds, 
cultivated plants, farmed and domesticated animals and 

their related wild species, including through soundly 
managed and diversified seed and plant banks at 

national, regional and international levels, and ensure 
access to and fair and equitable sharing of benefits 

arising from the utilization of genetic resources 
and associated traditional knowledge as internationally 

agreed



Lathyrussativus



Die of 

Starvation

Survive But 

Become Paralyzed

The Grass Pea Paradox

VS



International Center for Agricultural 

Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA) 



Svalbard Global Seed Vault





Example of Wheat

Aegilops tauschii



A wheat plant with 
genes introduced from 
A. tauschii(left) shows 
resistance to Hessian 
fly damage compared 
to a non-modified 
wheat whose growth 
was stunted by the 
flies.
Haley Ahlers/Kansas 
State



CWR Botanic 

Garden 

Collections:

35% - Global

60% - US CWR

Resource: Khoury et al. 2013, An inventory of crop wild 

relatives of the United States



Mapping Public Gardens to Sustainable Development Goals

A case study of urban agriculture 

Jennifer Schwarz Ballard. Ph.D.

Vice President, Learning and Engagement

American Public Garden Association Conference

June 6, 2018



Approach

Our environment is more than nature

Environmental challenges cannot be addressed in 
isolation

Public gardens can provide nature-based solutions to 
global challenges that meet multiple SDGs
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A Case Study: Windy City Harvest



Aligning with SDGs: Food, Health & Jobs

3.  Good health and wellbeing

8.  Decent work and economic growth

9.  Industry, innovation and infrastructure

10.  Reduced inequalities

17.  Partnerships for the goals



Good Health and Well Being

ω Veggie Rx program

ω Partnerships with community health centers

ω Cooking demonstrations and nutrition classes

ω Accessible and affordable fresh produce in food 
insecure communities



Decent Work and Economic Growth

ω Transitional jobs program

ω Wrap-around social services support 

ω Certificate bearing apprenticeship program

ω Transferrable skills in fields of employment growth

ω Entrepreneurship training



Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure

ω Farm on Ogden

ω Green infrastructure development

ω Economic and environmental sustainability

ω Creating and supporting local food systems

ω Training for local business development

Farm on Ogden



Reduced Inequality

ω Youth leadership development

ω Pre-employment and soft skills training

ω Entrepreneurship

ω Community advocacy

ω Science and horticulture learning



Partnerships for the Goals

ω Community involvement 

ω Responding to community priorities

ω Long-term commitment

ω Increasing community capacity



Thank you

Angela Mason
amason@chicagobotanic.org

Jennifer Schwarz Ballard
jschwarz@chicagobotanic.org
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Tara Moreau, PhD
Associate Director, UBC Botanical Garden

Cities, Consumption and Climate Action at 
UBC Botanical Garden



Food Garden @ UBC Botanical Garden








