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Who we are:
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden is the 
largest garden dedicated to the research, 
conservation, perpetuation and public 
display of California native plants.





California is a biodiversity 
hotspot - our mission is to 
keep it that way.

California has more than 5000 native 
plant species - more than any other 
state
Ѻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ
Ҕ Ѻ ŀǊŜ ǊŀǊŜκ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ

Southern California plants face many 
threats, including  habitat loss and 
degradation, invasives, increased fire 
frequency and climate change





²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΦ

How do we convince an
ever-evolving public?



ά!ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ ŀǊŜ    
breaking down cultural norms and 
ǊŜŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΧ bƻǿ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ    
can mean Caravaggio, Coachella, 
¢ŀƴƴƘŅǳǎŜǊΣ ƻǊ ǘŀŎƻ ǘǊǳŎƪǎΦέ

Maggie Hartnick
Managing Director of LaPlaca Cohen Marketing Firm



WHY ORIGINAL 
EXHIBITIONS?



ORIGINAL EXHIBITIONS 
Attract new audiences
Providefresh perspectives for returning 
guests
Boostattendance
Provideincentives for membership
Energizethe heartbeat of the Garden
KeepǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ 



OUR (FUN)
CHALLENGES



OUR (FUN) CHALLENGES
Particular Focus

Garden dedicated 
entirely to California 
native plants

Limited palette.

Audience Diversity

Attract and speak to 
broad demographic.

Geography

Location, Location, 
Location.



OUR (FUN) CHALLENGES



OUR APPROACH



OUR APPROACH
The Exhibition as a Bridge

1. Siting the Bridge
2. Drawing up the blueprint
3. Construction



4. Opening the Bridge 
5. Evaluate the bridge

OUR APPROACH
The Exhibition as a Bridge





CONCEPTION
Trendiness of Locally Grown 
Food

{ƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ŀ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ 
Market of the Future

Capturing the flavor of 
California



WHY?
Popularity of previous RSABG 
events and exhibits focused on 
food.

Everybody loves food.

Flourish of press on native 
plants in food and foraging. 



PLANT SELECTION
Meet the exhibition theme

Plants need to survive in 
containers in the duration of 
the exhibit

Ideally plants that visitors can 
grow themselves

Available in our Garden 
Production Nursery or through 
an outside vendor



DESIGN
Graphics

CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŀǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ

Americana colors

Fruit and other roadside 
vendor graphics

Wooden materials



Layout
Arranged by food groups with 
diverse visual schematics
֙ Bar (beverages)
֙ Fruit
֙ Vegetables
֙ Roots & Tubers
֙ Herbs & Spices

DESIGN



INTERPRETATION
Research

Ethnobotanical uses of CA 
native plants

Edibility  <-->  Deliciousness

Potential toxicity 

Are restaurants / breweries 
using these plants? 

Conservation Concerns



INTERPRETATION
Broad brush overview of each 
exhibit section

Recipes

Suggested dishes

Availability in our Nursery




