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Why do we keep plant records?          
 

 Care & control of collection 

efficient usage 

security 

health 

evaluate 

 Preserve data 

long-term availability of info 

 

 Use of collection 

education  

interpretation 

publication  

research  

conservation  

restoration 

display 

 



Why do we keep plant records?          
 
• Know what you have 

• Find what you have 

• Analyze & make decisions 

• Increases value  

• Monitor legal agreements 

& permits 

• Care & control 

• Facilitate use 

 

 



No matter how good or 

extensive your data, if it is 

not organized & 

documented in an 

accessible way & stored 

appropriately it is or could 

become useless. 



Collection Policy 

 Informs & guides development, management & review of 
the plant holdings 

 Plant records management procedures- acquisition & 
documentation standards to ensure core data are 
captured & retained 

 De-accessioning & disposal 

 Updated & current information 

 Review of holdings 

 



Plant Records 

 Valuable asset 

 Protocol  

 Clear & consistent –labeling, tracking, database & mapping are 

easily linked/changed 

 Stay current 

 Data collection, tracking & updating are needed 

 Plan for the future 

 Collections records should outlive the creators & users 

 

 



Plant Records  Collections Policy 

 Protocol for tracking 

 Who is responsible for each step? 

 What do you accession?  

 All plants? Those with data? Wild collected? 

 When do you accession?  

 After 1 yr? Seedlings? Certain container size? 

 How do you track lineage?  

 Seedlings (controlled pollination?), divisions, pups, cuttings? Track back to 

mother plant? 

 

 

Echinocereus triglochidiatus 



Who is responsible?  
 Critical to identify information needed, who will collect & maintain 

it at every step 

• Collection/acquisition 

• Health/inventory/mapping 

• Moving/removing 

• Propagation if needed & subsequent tracking 

• De-accessioning/disposal 

• Regulatory- sales, exchanges, permits, grants, tracking 

 Ensure you have enough staff to follow necessary procedures and 

forms contain sufficient data 

 Train all staff & volunteers (raking, dead) 



Tracking accessions 

How will you label, what does accession number 
convey? 

 Plan ahead. Current accessions 7,000/yr, assume 
+10,000 in the future and allow enough digits.  

 Plant tag include what information? What is needed 
for quick decisions like 
moving/pruning/propagating?  

 Training, staff, maintenance, volunteers 

 

How will you physically track each 
plant/accession? Bed number, maps,                   
physical tag with plant? 

MOBOT 

Brooklyn BG 



NO! 

 X 



Accession number information 
 How many digits?  

 Plan for the future 

 What do you want to know 
from the number/label alone?  

 Year 

 # accessioned that year 

 Data -seed, plant, asexual 

propagated clone, herbarium 

specimen    

 Provenance 

 Family 

 Critical/endangered status 

 

Opuntia chaffeyi            CE 

2011 0123 3004            W 

# of plant (multiple divisions) 

# indicates asexual repro (vs. plant, 

seed) Year access. 

123rd of access. that yr 

Status, Critically 

Endangered 

Provenance, wild 



San Francisco Botanical Garden                  



              Australian National Botanic Gardens 



Tracking genetic information  

 Research  

 Restoration efforts, genetic source 

 Disease/pest resistance, e.g. Dutch Elm 
disease 

 Controlled pollination 

 Clonal/asexual propagation, how to track 
monocots and multiple 
generations/lineage 



Considerations for records/database 
 What is required/optional 

 What might you want in 
the future 

 What can your database 
handle 

 

 

 



Considerations for records/database 
 Data transfer 

 Service, training 

 Maps 

 Remote access 

 Public access 

 Label creation 

 Report creation/running 

 Tasks 

 Cost 

 

 

 



Backup 

 

 



AccYear AccNoFull TaxonNameFull Family OriginName OriginRef CollDate Collector 

2001 2001-1 Echinomastus johnsonii Cactaceae Springs Preserve 2001-05-30 Harrison, Russell 

2002 2002-2 Opuntia polyacantha Haw. Cactaceae Springs Preserve 2002-08-19 

2002 2002-3 Echinomastus johnsonii Cactaceae Springs Preserve 2002-06-17 Harrison, Russell 

2005 2005-1 Echinocactus polycephalus Engelm. & J.Bigelow Cactaceae Springs Preserve 2004-03-01 Harrison, Russell 

2007 2007-4 Ferocactus cylindraceus Cactaceae Springs Preserve 2007-10-20 Harrison, Russell 

2007 2007-3 Ferocactus cylindraceus Cactaceae Springs Preserve 2007-10-17 Harrison, Russell 

2007 2007-1 Cylindropuntia ramosissima Cactaceae Springs Preserve 2001-10-05 Harrison, Russell 

2008 2008-3 Cylindropuntia multigeniculata Cactaceae Barnett, Donnie 2008-09-10 Barnett, Donnie 

LocalityFull MaterialType ProvenanceCode Comment 

USA: Nevada, Clark, Apex Generating Station Whole plant W 

USA: Nevada, Clark, James Hardy Gypsum Mine, Blue Diamond W 

USA: Nevada, near Searchlight W salvaged during US 95 widening project 

USA: Nevada, Clark, Apex Generating Station Whole plant W 

USA: Nevada, Clark, Cheyenne and 215 Beltway Whole plant W 

USA: Nevada, Clark, Cheyenne and 215 Beltway Whole plant W 

USA: Nevada, Clark, Cheyenne and 215 Beltway Whole plant W 

USA: Nevada, Clark, Blue Diamond foothills Whole plant W 







Also of direct interest to the small garden group, creating a prototype, 

BG-BASIC, a slimmed down and far less expensive version of BG-

BASE.  We hope to have this available for demonstration by this 

summer and expect to price it around $1200-$1500. 

 



Taxonomic Summary Report 



Standard Inventory Report 



On-line 

Help for 

all fields 

 



Accession entry window 



Query Wizard to retrieve data 



BG-Map links directly to BG-BASE 

AutoCAD or GIS import 

 















IrisBG is delivered with 

more than 30 base maps 

from different internet map 

providers ready for use. 

With the supplied base 

maps you can switch 

between display styles, 

including traditional map 

display, terrain, satellite, 

hybrid etc. 

 









Free 60 day trial 

version to test 

 











Search:  

BGCI Botanic Garden Manual 

 
Chapter 5- Collection Record 

Management Systems 



Search: 

National Park Service 

Modernizing Plant Records 

Management 



Argemone corymbosa 


