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Decoration



We just want stuff that works!





How do they get it to work?



Technology + People+ Workflow



Workflows

v View and update accession
v Update plant status
v Add to a list



Three examples
From Hortus Botanicus Amsterdam



1. Seed accessioning



2. Nursery

v Sowing
v Germination
v Planting out



3. Re-organizing perennial beds

v Move plants
v Scan to create new 

list for each bed
v Update inventory



More possibilities

v Planning and tracking biological control
v …



What did we learn?
Technological / Practical

v Inventory is very quick
v No transcription errors
v Data capture easier to 

delegate
v Rely on data being captured
v Records are up to date

Ø Improved Data Quality

v Use top quality hardware
v Integrate Hardware and 

Software tightly
v Ensure high performance 

and reliability
v Use fault tolerant barcodes
v Contrast, Reflection, Size

Ø The versatility of “Tasks”





v Sibbaldia: the Journal of Botanic Garden Horticulture
Barcodes are dead, long live barcodes! Improving the inventory of living plant collections 
using optical technology
https://journals.rbge.org.uk/index.php/rbgesib/article/view/196

v Barcodes
https://en.wikipedia.org/?title=Barcode

v Hortus Botanicus Amsterdam
https://www.dehortus.nl

v IrisBG – Botanical Garden Collection Management
http://www.irisbg.com

v The use of bar-codes beyond the supermarket
Aplin, et al. National Botanic Garden of Belgium, Meise, Belgium, 2007
http://www.bgci.org/files/Wuhan/PapersConserving/Aplin.pdf
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