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Learning from Wild Communities 
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Ecology for Landscape Management 

Horticulturalist 
• Landscape Maintenance 
• Command-and-Control 
• Focus on Appearance 
• Unit Thinking  
• Inflexibility of Plants and 

Planting Areas 

Ecologist 
• Landscape Management 
• Adaptive Management 
• Focus on Services 
• System Thinking 
• Plasticity and Resiliency 

of Plants and Planting 
Areas 

What lessons can be integrated? 



Lurie Garden 
• Timeline: 

– International Competition, August-October 2000 
– Commissioned, October 2000 
– Completed, June 2004 

 

• Designers: 
– Gustafson Guthrie Nichol, Lead LA Design 
– Piet Oudolf, Perennial Plant Design 
– Jacqueline van der Kloet, Bulb Design 

 

• Size: 5-Acres (2.5-Acres as Perennial Beds) 
 

• Plant Diversity: 222 Species, Selections, and/or Cultivars 
 

• Staff: 2 Full-Time, 3 Part-Time, 1-2 Interns, 65-70 Volunteers 
 

• Visitorship: 3.25 Million (2015 est.)  



Adaptive Co-management at  
Lurie Garden 

• Adaptive Co-Management                    
(Olsson et al., 2004 & Armitage et al., 2009) 

– Multiple Stakeholders 
– Multiple Service Levels (i.e., Aesthetic, Ecological, 

Social-Ecological, Educational) 

– Commitment to Data & Ecological Practices 
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Stakeholders 
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Adaptive Co-management at  
Lurie Garden 

Weed Control 

Elytrigia repens, quackgrass 
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Adaptive Co-management at  
Lurie Garden 

Pest Management 

Chrysopa spp.,  
green lacewing Neoseiulus fallacis, spider mite predator 
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Landscape Management  
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Landscape Management 

2017 
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Adaptive Co-management at    
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Landscape Management 

2019 
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Web: luriegarden.org 

Facebook: The Lurie Garden 
Twitter: @LurieGarden 
Instagram: luriegarden 
Pinterest: luriegarden 
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