UNDERSTANDING THE FUNDAMENTALS

Collections Overview
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What IS a plant collectlon?
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A set of plants assembled for a purpose

Like objects in a museum, plants that are
documented and labeled can be part of a
public garden’s living collection
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Different Kinds of Plant Collectlons
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Today’s Focus:
Collections of Living Whole Plants

American
Public Gardens
Association




How do plant collections relate to a
garden S m1ss10n‘?

* “Primary sources” for display, education,
research, conservation, enjoyment

* Purpose should serve garden’s unique
mission and be relevant
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Why are plant collectlons |mportant’)

* Foundation of public garden - reason for Its
existence

* Provide beauty
* Connect us to natural world
» Valuable to science, heritage, conservation
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Long-Term Commitment
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* An Investment — use sound strategy,
actively manage, re-invest dividends

* Prioritize collections —allocate adequate
resources, include in disaster plans
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Many Types of Collections
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NARROW SCOPE
Trillium Collectlon




How do you bund a collectlon’>

Start with your garden’s mission
Consider growing conditions, available
resources, strengths

Research

dentify a niche

Develop a plan
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Where do you acquwe the plants’?

» Collect from the wild

» Other gardens/ seed exchange
* Breeder/Specialist plant society
* Private Collector

* Federal confiscations of illegally shipped
nlants

e Commercial vendor
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Regulatlons Permlts & Ethlcs

* Follow laws & treaties regulating how plants
are collected

* Honor plant patent restrictions

* Avoid any conflict of interest with personal
collection activities

It's Important to Document!
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Depth within specialization
Thorough record keeping
Records linked to plants
Documented origin
Cultivars from breeder
Verified names & identities
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Well-maintained plants
Plants of conservation
concern

Staff expertise

Accessible, relevant &
useful

Safequarded
Guided by policy & plans
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