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On Behalf of Our Partners
Congratulations on your certification!

We are delighted you have participated in the Sustainable Sites Initiative™ (SITES®) Pilot Program. The Pilot Program 
is establishing the process of certification for sustainable land development practices and your involvement in testing 
the rating system has been valuable, providing essential feedback that will improve the Guidelines and Performance 
Benchmarks 2009 and the system of certification. Thank you for your participation and support of the SITES program!

How to Interpret This Report
This is the final report from the Sustainable Sites Initiative regarding the review of your pilot project. Similar to the 
Preliminary Review, this report represents the nine sections outlined in the Guidelines and Performance Benchmarks 
2009 including: Site Selection, Pre-Design Assessment and Planning, Site Design—Water, Site Design—Soil and 
Vegetation, Site Design—Materials Selection, Site Design—Human Health and Well-Being, Construction, Operations and 
Maintenance, and Monitoring and Innovation.

SITES Prerequisites
Prerequisites must be achieved. No certification may be awarded until prerequisites have been met. An assessment 
represents the status of each prerequisite as approved or denied, and a narrative describes this decision. 

SITES Credits
Credits identify benchmarks and supporting documentation that projects must meet to achieve the intent of each credit. 
An assessment represents the status of each credit as approved, denied, or not attempted, and a narrative describes this 
decision. The point value available per credit is also listed.

Approved
The project has demonstrated the credit intent has been met through adequate documentation. The  
point value is reflected along with a narrative describing the basis for the decision.

Denied
The project has not demonstrated the credit intent has been met.

Not Attempted
The project has not submitted credit documentation to meet this credit.

Next Steps
Please look for the forthcoming certification package that includes the following information regarding  
next steps:
 •  SITES award letter for project certification
 •  SITES certificate
 •  Quick guide to using the SITES mark
 •  Press release template
 •  Tips for a successful public event
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TOTAL POINT VALUE 

Congratulations on earning SITES certification at the 2-star level! 

After Final Review, The Luci Baines and Ian Turpin Family Garden has 146 
approved points, 5 pending points, and 15 denied points. For the Pilot 
Program, SITES has made innovations (from Credit 9.2) count for bonus 
points outside of the 250-point scale in order to assist pilots and provide 
incentives for innovation without penalizing projects that do not apply for 
these credits.

In general, The Luci Baines and Ian Turpin Family Garden is an excellent 
model of a designed garden space that promotes sustainability education 
and nature-based play for children and families. The documentation 
provided presents a clear understanding and well-executed effort of 
implementing sustainable principles and goals.

However, five points are still in pending for Credit 9.1: Monitor performance 
of sustainable design practices, because the results of the project’s 
performance monitoring are not yet compiled or published. Once these 
results are published and provided to the SITES program, the remaining 
points will be awarded and the certification level will be adjusted 
accordingly.

SITES would like to congratulate The Luci Baines and Ian Turpin Family 
Garden on being among the certified projects in the SITES Pilot Program!

GENERAL OVERVIEW
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PREREQUISITE 1.1:   Limit development of soils designated as prime 
farmland, unique farmland, and farmland of statewide importance

The SITES submittal template provided states the project is not located in 
an area designated by the municipality, county, or state as an agricultural 
conservation or rural conservation zone.

A site plan demonstrates the project is not located within an area 
designated by the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as prime 
farmland, unique farmland, or farmland of statewide importance.

The source and designation of the soils imported onto the site are 
documented by product information and a narrative.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 

PREREQUISITE 1.2:  Protect floodplain functions

The SITES submittal template provided states the project is a greenfield and 
is located within the 100-year floodplain.

The area within the floodplain is designated as a Vegetation and Soil 
Protection Zone (VSPZ) and FEMA Flood Zone AE. Site plans and an 
engineer’s letter demonstrates that the post-development floodplain 
elevations were not increased and that floodplain storage meets or exceeds 
the existing, pre-development storage.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 

PREREQUISITE 1.3:  Preserve wetlands

The SITES submittal template provided states the project does not contain 
any wetlands, including isolated wetlands.

The National Wetlands Inventory map verifies this.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 
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PREREQUISITE 1.4:  Preserve threatened or endangered species 
and their habitats

The SITES submittal template provided states the project avoids 
development on sites identified as habitat for any plant or animal species 
classified as either threatened or endangered.

The IUCN Red list of Threatened Species and federal endangered lists are 
provided. In addition, a narrative describes how species that pass through 
the site have access to abundant habitat for roosting and nesting within the 
VSPZ.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 

CREDIT 1.5: Select brownfields or greyfields for redevelopment 
(5–10 points)

 No documentation was submitted for this credit. 

CREDIT 1.6: Select sites within existing communities (6 points)

 No documentation was submitted for this credit. 
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CREDIT 1.7: Select sites that encourage non-motorized 
transportation and use of public transit (5 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states the project is located on a site 
easily accessible and encouraging to pedestrians and cyclists.

A site and vicinity plan clearly shows the planned bicycle network, which 
runs 30 contiguous miles. A newspaper article submitted demonstrates the 
relevant agency’s commitment to the planned bicycle network and identifies 
funding for the project.

A full time occupancy calculation and a site plan indicating the number and 
location of bicycle storage racks are provided demonstrating that bicycle 
parking will be provided for at least 5 percent of occupants within 200 yards 
of the project entrance.

Therefore, five points are approved. 
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PREREQUISITE 2.1:   Conduct a pre-design site assessment and 
explore opportunities for site sustainability

The SITES submittal template provided states the integrated design team 
worked collaboratively to conduct a pre-design site assessment.

A copy of the completed Site Assessment Worksheet is provided, which 
narrates mapping and assessment of existing and reference site conditions 
relative to climate and energy, hydrology, soils, vegetation, materials, and 
human use of the site. Narratives and relevant site plans and vicinity maps 
are provided, in addition to signatures from each design team member 
verifying they were participants in the integrated design process.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 

PREREQUISITE 2.2:  Use an integrated site development process

The SITES submittal template provided states the integrated design team 
followed a collaborative and iterative design process.

A list of design team members and their respective areas of expertise, a 
communication protocol, a sustainability principles and goals document, 
a program plan, a stakeholder engagement plan, a construction oversight 
plan, and a site maintenance plan are provided.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 
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CREDIT 2.3: Engage users and other stakeholders in site design  
(4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states users and stakeholders were 
active participants in the site design process.

A list of stakeholders and their input throughout the design process is 
outlined during site assessment, schematic design, design development, and 
final design through narratives and meeting minutes.

However, it is not clear from the documentation provided how stakeholders 
(e.g. neighbors, parents, teachers, public officials, community leaders, 
business organizations, regulators) were engaged in participating in the 
development and decision making process during the site design phase 
of the project. Many of the documents provided appear to relate to the 
development of educational programs or activities on site and not to site 
design and development.

Therefore, four points are denied. 
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PREREQUISITE 3.1:  Reduce potable water use for landscape 
irrigation by 30 percent from established baseline

The SITES submittal template provided states water use for landscape 
irrigation is minimized by 54 percent from the baseline 390,257 gallons per 
month, through a designed potable landscape water use of 180,926 gallons 
per month.

The construction drawings provided outline the plant types, landscape 
coefficients, irrigation locations and specifications, and water sources 
utilized. The irrigation calculations, average monthly evapotranspiration, 
and rainfall for the peak watering month reveal that site water use will not 
exceed the allowable volume for irrigation.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 

CREDIT 3.2: Reduce potable water use for landscape irrigation by 
50 percent or more from established baseline (2–5 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states water use for landscape 
irrigation is minimized by 54 percent from the baseline 390,257 gallons per 
month, through a designed potable landscape water use of 180,926 gallons 
per month.

In addition to the documentation provided in Prerequisite 3.1, a flow 
meter was installed at the main line to record and monitor water use in the 
landscape irrigation areas.

Therefore, two points are approved.  

CREDIT 3.3: Protect and restore riparian, wetland, and shoreline 
buffers (3–8 points)

 No documentation was submitted for this credit. 
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CREDIT 3.4: Rehabilitate lost streams, wetlands, and shorelines  
(2–5 points)

While this credit was written to apply only to sites with naturally occurring 
features, SITES has decided to grant one point for avoiding project sites with 
sensitive features. A signed statement from a member of the project team 
verifies that the project site did/does not contain lost streams, wetlands, or 
shorelines.

Therefore, one point is approved. 

CREDIT 3.5: Manage stormwater on site (5–10 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states as a greenfield site, the final 
post-development water storage capacity curve number of 80 meets the 
pre-development water storage capacity curve number of 80.

Calculations for water storage capacities are provided, which were achieved 
through a combination of permeable finishing materials, rain gardens, and 
vegetative filter strips. A site map provides context to demonstrate that 
stormwater is managed on site.

Therefore, ten points are approved. 

CREDIT 3.6: Protect and enhance on-site water resources and 
receiving water quality (3–9 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states a total of 84 percent of 
average annual volume of runoff discharged from the developed portion of 
the site receives stormwater treatment for pollutants.

Calculations outline the percentage of annual runoff volume and a narrative 
describes how off-site volume was minimized through rain gardens, 
vegetative filter strips, and permeable surfaces. Treatment achieves an 
average discharge concentration of less than or equal to 25 milligrams 
per liter through rain gardens and vegetative filter strips. A list of exterior 
materials utilized on site is provided, such as galvanized metal, zinc 
fasteners, and copper plumbing, and pollutants including galvanized metal, 
zinc, copper, and engine fuel are minimized through the restriction of these 
materials to non-floodplain areas, covering of materials during and after 
construction, and fueling and maintenance of equipment off site. To reduce 
exposure to pollutants, the maintenance plan outlines that no harmful 
pollutants will be used on site and no harmful pollutants will be used in the 
maintenance of stormwater features.

Therefore, three points are approved. 
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CREDIT 3.7: Design rainwater/stormwater features to provide a 
landscape amenity (1–3 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states 75 percent of the stormwater 
features on site include raingardens, a “nature is a sieve” stream, and a 
rainwater collection cistern, all of which are designed as amenities and are 
visible from high-use portions of the site.

A site plan and narrative demonstrate site users can interact with the 
stormwater features by touching the stream or viewing vegetation in the 
raingardens. A list of materials and narrative explain how pollutants are 
minimized through a UV filter. Water features are maintained on an ongoing 
basis without the use of harmful chemicals, such as chlorine or bromine, as 
outlined in the maintenance plan.

Therefore, two points are approved. 

CREDIT 3.8: Maintain water features to conserve water and other 
resources (1–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states water features utilize 100 
percent of annual make-up water from sustainable water sources.

A site plan locates the created water features on site and the calculations 
provided demonstrate the total water volume of 8,000 gallons is met by 
the collection of rainwater. A narrative outlines how the water feature 
does not adversely affect other water bodies on site or downstream during 
construction or ongoing maintenance. A narrative states compliance with 
Texas health standards. The site maintenance plan outlines how water 
features are maintained without the use of chlorine, bromine, or other 
harmful chemicals.

Therefore, three points are approved. 
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PREREQUISITE 4.1:  Control and manage known invasive plants 
found on site

The SITES submittal template provided states invasive plant species are 
controlled and managed on site through integrated pest management 
strategies such as daily monitoring of the site, prevention of volunteer 
invasives, and hand removal of any existing invasives.

A procedure for identifying and monitoring for additional invasive species 
includes daily monitoring of the site, prevention of volunteer invasives, and 
hand removal of any existing invasives, in addition to strategies set forth 
in the City of Austin Invasive Species Management Plan. Initial and follow 
up treatment, and long term control strategies and monitoring, including 
methods to dispose of invasive plant materials to prevent spread, are carried 
out throughout the duration of the project.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved.

PREREQUISITE 4.2:  Use appropriate, non-invasive plants

The SITES submittal template provided states appropriate, non-invasive 
plants are used on site.

A list of plant species is provided and plants added are appropriate for 
site conditions, as verified by the Wildflower Center’s own Native Plant 
Database, published guides such as Jill Noke’s “How to Grow Native Plants 
of Texas and the Southwest: Revised and Updated Edition” (2001), and 
the professional knowledge of the Wildflower Center’s horticulturists and 
botanists. A list from the City of Austin Invasive Management plan confirms 
that invasives on the list will not be brought to the site.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 
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PREREQUISITE 4.3:  Create a soil management plan

The SITES submittal template provided states the Soil Management Plan 
limits construction disturbance and aids in soil restoration efforts.

A map outlines soil management areas for all site soils and locates the 
footprint of roads and construction staging, buildings, hardscape, areas of 
vegetation, and the VSPZ preserved in place.

The soil management plan (SMP) provided outlines how areas of restored 
soils will be protected from compaction, erosion, and contamination 
through designated location of temporary staging during construction, and 
various erosion and sediment control strategies implemented via the SWPPP. 
Soil treatment for each zone includes soil testing and organic compost 
and amendment application. Communication with contractors of the site 
drawings, and signatures from contractors and clients, are waived for the 
project as communication is verified in the written specifications.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 

CREDIT 4.4: Minimize soil disturbance in design and construction 
(6 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states site disturbance is limited to 
40 feet beyond the building perimeter, 10 feet beyond utilities less than 12 
inches in diameter, 15 feet beyond primary roadway curbs and main utility 
branch trenches, and 25 feet beyond constructed areas with permeable 
surfaces that require additional staging areas to limit compaction. The total 
development footprint is 176,165 square feet.

A copy of the construction drawings clearly delineate the limits of 
construction as required. As documented in Prerequisite 1.1, a narrative 
outlines that the Vegetation and Soil Protection Zone will be preserved 
through the installation of a 48” fence and the restriction of construction 
equipment, vehicles, and activity to areas within the Limit of Construction 
boundaries during construction and that the plan will be communicated 
to the contractor. A site maintenance plan demonstrates the ongoing 
maintenance of the VSPZ will be conducted throughout the life of the 
project.

Therefore, six points are approved. 
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CREDIT 4.5: Preserve all vegetation designated as special status  
(5 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states all trees and plants designated 
as special status by the City of Austin are protected throughout construction.

The site plan indicates the locations of special status Cedar, Live Oak, 
Elm, and Post Oak trees, that are within the VSPZ and the distance of the 
protection boundaries from these trees is equal to the full lateral extent of 
the actual root system. A narrative describes how the VSPZ will be preserved 
during construction and the site maintenance plan outlines installation of a 
48” protective fence and wooden planking around trees and the restriction 
of construction activities to within LOC areas to protect the special status 
trees’ and plants’ culture and habitat.

Therefore, five points are approved. 

CREDIT 4.6: Preserve or restore appropriate plant biomass on site  
(3–8 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states the vegetative biomass on 
site is preserved or restored relative to the specific site location within the 
Temperate Grasslands, Savannas, and Shrublands biome.

Calculations demonstrate an improved biomass density from 3.67 to 3.76 
and a site map with vegetation zones outlines the planned site conditions 
ten years from installation.

Therefore, eight points are approved. 

CREDIT 4.7: Use native plants (1–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states 100 percent of the site 
vegetated area is composed of a minimum of 2,000 square feet of native 
plants, using an estimated vegetated cover within ten years of installation.

A site plan showing all vegetation (including native) areas and calculations 
demonstrate that native plants are installed. A planting plan and 
specifications are provided.

Therefore, four points are approved. 

5

N
ot Attem

pted

Denied

Approved 

8

N
ot Attem

pted

Denied

Approved 
4

N
ot Attem

pted

Denied

Approved 



The Luci Baines and Ian Turpin Family Garden 02/24/2015

Sustainable Sites Initiative Pilot Program 
Final Review

15

CREDIT 4.8: Preserve plant communities native to the ecoregion  
(2–6 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states 57 percent of the total area of 
existing native plant communities on site are preserved within the VSPZ.

A site plan showing 223,538 square feet of existing native plant communities 
are preserved within a VSPZ and the Pre-Design Site Assessment narrative 
indicates these areas were comprised of savannah and include silver 
bluestem, little bluestem, curly mesquite, and other species, as well as 
juniper-oak woodland comprised of inland sea oats, ash juniper, and various 
oaks (Live oak, Post oak and Texas oak). The Synthesis of the North American 
Flora by John Kartesz, Ph.D. and the Wildflower Center’s Native Plant 
Database demonstrate that appropriate native plant species existed on site.

The Manual of the Vascular Plants of Texas and Shinners and Mahler’s 
Illustrated Flora of North Central Texas verify that the preserved vegetation 
on the site has the same dominant plant species, relative species 
abundances, and other characteristic elements of native plant communities 
in the ecoregion.

Additionally, a map showing habitat corridors is provided, and demonstrates 
how and where wildlife are able to move through the site to other wildlife-
friendly locations off-site.

Therefore, four points are approved. 

CREDIT 4.9: Restore plant communities native to the ecoregion  
(1–5 points)

 No documentation was submitted for this credit. 
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CREDIT 4.10: Use vegetation to minimize building heating 
requirements (2–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states evergreen trees and deciduous 
shrubs are provided in strategic locations around buildings to reduce energy 
consumption and costs associated with building heating.

A site plan shows the prevailing winter winds coming from the north are 
buffered by the windbreak seven to 50 feet from the pavilion and restrooms 
building. Building footprints and locations and distances of windbreak 
vegetation relative to the building and to one another are provided along 
with a plant list and the estimated mature size of plants. One row of trees 
and dense shrubs extend seven to 50 feet beyond the facade facing the 
prevailing winter wind.

However, documentation is provided stating that the project site does 
not contain a mechanically heated building, which is a greener alternative 
than using oil, gas, electricity, or wood for heating requirements, nor is the 
building regularly occupied. In addition, the site map provided shows the 
windbreak to be less than 60 feet from the structures, which does not meet 
the criteria for this credit.

Therefore, two points are denied. 

CREDIT 4.11: Use vegetation to minimize building cooling 
requirements (2–5 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states live oak trees, bald cypress 
trees, and vines are provided in strategic locations around buildings to 
reduce energy consumption and costs associated with building cooling.

A site plan showing cardinal directions, building footprints and vegetation 
locations, in addition to shading calculations and elevation and cross-
section drawings, demonstrate the anticipated shading of the surface area 
of west, southwest, southeast and east walls and roof area within ten years 
of installation. Calculations verify that for the roof and walls, 65.5 percent 
of the area will be shaded within 10 years of installation. A plant list with 
estimates of mature size of vegetation that provide cooling benefits is 
provided.

However, documentation is provided stating that the project site does not 
contain an air-conditioning system for the building. Moreover, the building is 
not regularly occupied. Credit language states the requirements apply only 
to regularly-occupied buildings using air-conditioning systems.

Therefore, three points are denied. 
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CREDIT 4.12: Reduce urban heat island effects (3–5 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states vegetation and reflective 
materials installed will reduce heat islands and minimize effects on the 
micro-climate.

Decomposed granite walkways, concrete paving, limestone paving, and 
metal roofing, in combination, reflect solar rays and provide an 80 percent 
reduction of heat islands as outlined in the calculations, site plans and 
manufacturer cut sheets, which document all materials achieve an SRI of at 
least 29.

Therefore, five points are approved.

CREDIT 4.13: Reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire (3 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states that understory trees and 
shrubs are planted and maintained at lower heights and are managed to 
reduce the risk of wildfire.

All structures on site are designed using the Firewise Construction Checklist. 
A narrative describing how landscape design within 30 feet of structures 
minimizes fire risk and an excerpt from the site maintenance plan outlines 
how the landscape is designed to reduce fire risk. A narrative describes the 
maintenance regime that reduces dry fuel around the buildings, and the 
Wildfire Protection Plan further describes how prescribed fires around the 
property will be managed to reduce risk of catastrophic wildfire. Natural fire 
regimes within the ecosystem include regular burning and the strategy is 
suited to the ecosystem as documented by the Wildfire Protection Plan.

Therefore, three points are approved. 
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PREREQUISITE 5.1: Eliminate the use of wood from threatened tree 
species

The SITES submittal template provided states no wood products purchased 
are extracted from threatened tree species.

A list of all wood products purchased, and their CITES classification is 
provided. Species include Western Red Cedar and Southern Yellow Pine and 
no threatened species are purchased.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 

CREDIT 5.2: Maintain on-site structures, hardscape, and landscape 
amenities (1–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states on-site existing hardscapes, 
structures, and landscape amenities, such as benches, signs, a windmill, and 
flagstone steps, are preserved.

The calculations provided demonstrate 75 percent by surface area is 
retained.

Therefore, three points are approved. 

CREDIT 5.3: Design for deconstruction and disassembly  
(1–3 points)

 No documentation was submitted for this credit. 

CREDIT 5.4: Reuse salvaged materials and plants (2–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states salvaged materials and plants 
are reused on site.

Calculations of all reused materials and a description of each material are 
provided. Highest cost items include boulders, trees, and grass. The cost of 
salvaged materials and plants is $116,702 for 16 percent of the $750,147 
total material costs.

Therefore, two points are approved. 
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CREDIT 5.5: Use recycled content materials (2–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states materials utilizing recycled 
content are incorporated into the project.

Calculations of all recycled content materials and a description of each 
material are provided. Highest cost items include wood decking and recycled 
boulders. The cost of recycled content materials is 27 percent, or $198,853 
of the $750,147 total material costs, excluding plants.

However, soils, compost, rocks/boulders, and plants do not qualify for this 
credit and should not be included in the total materials cost (denominator) 
for this credit. A new cost ratio was provided, however the credit template 
narrative stated the revised total of recycled content is now less than 20 
percent of the total material cost.

Therefore, two points are denied. 

CREDIT 5.6: Use certified wood (1–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states FSC certified wood was 
purchased as part of the project.

A species list of all wood products purchased is provided, identifying all FSC 
wood, which includes framing lumber, Western Red Cedar, and LVL beams. 
The chain of custody (COC) documentation is also provided. The cost of FSC 
certified wood is $57,900 for 100 percent of the $57,900 total wood-based 
material costs. Some receipts and vendor invoices are included. Although 
not all receipts are provided, for the Pilot Program, the documentation 
provided is sufficient to prove credit compliance.

Therefore, four points are approved. 
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CREDIT 5.7: Use regional materials (2–6 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states 67 percent of all materials, 
plants, and soils transported to the site are sourced within the appropriate 
regional materials radius.

The list provided identifies all extraction/harvest/recovery locations and 
distances from the site and percentage of total material within required 
radius (by weight). Receipts and vendor invoices for the cost of each product 
are provided. The cost of regional materials is $506,434 of the $750,147 
total material costs.

Receipts and/or vendor invoices are not provided, however, for the 
Pilot Program the documentation provided is sufficient to prove credit 
compliance.

Therefore, four points are approved. 

CREDIT 5.8: Use adhesives, sealants, paints, and coatings with 
reduced VOC emissions (2 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states all adhesives, sealants, paints, 
and coating used on site are low or no-VOC.

A list of each adhesive, sealant, paint, and coating used on site, including 
manufacturer name, product name, VOC in grams per liter, and 
corresponding allowed VOC limit, is provided.

Therefore, two points are approved. 

CREDIT 5.9: Support sustainable practices in plant production 
(3 points)

 No documentation was submitted for this credit. 

CREDIT 5.10: Support sustainable practices in materials 
manufacturing (3–6 points)

 No documentation was submitted for this credit. 
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SITE DESIGN — HUMAN HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
32 possible points

CREDIT 6.1: Promote equitable site development (1–3 points)

 No documentation was submitted for this credit. 

CREDIT 6.2: Promote equitable site use (1–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states the project promotes 
equitable site use.

Events include the Grand Opening of the Family Garden, Nature Nights, 
International Mud Day Celebration, Lady Bird Johnson Tribute Day, Austin 
Museum Day, and a Luminations event. Each target participation from the 
YMCA of Austin, Boys and Girls Clubs of Austin, Austin Children’s Center, 
Austin YMBL Sunshine Camps, Camp Fire USA Balcones Council, El Buen 
Samaritano Episcopal Mission, Texas Parks and Wildlife, Safe Place, Urban 
Roots, Austin Youth River Watch, and select Title I public schools as listed in 
the narrative and Communications Timeline document. All events are held in 
the Family Garden.

Therefore, one point is approved. 

CREDIT 6.3: Promote sustainability awareness and education  
(2–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states at least three on-site 
interpretive exhibits are designed and constructed to promote an 
understanding of sustainability relative to on-site features.

Program goals and outcomes include unstructured nature play, Landscape 
for Life adult education, Nature Nights Wonderous Water water 
conservation learning, and a sustainability preschool program among others. 
Garden Docents, volunteers, and trained Nature Play Leaders will serve 
the needs of visitors of all ages who come to the garden. Sustainability 
programs, including Landscape for Life and a professional development 
workshop series, among others, will be featured by on-site workshops, 
website content, and videos.

Therefore, four points are approved. 
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CREDIT 6.4: Protect and maintain unique cultural and historical 
places (2–4 points)

 No documentation was submitted for this credit. 

CREDIT 6.5: Provide for optimum site accessibility, safety, and 
wayfinding (3 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states accessibility, safety, and 
wayfinding are promoted to increase users’ ability to understand and safely 
access outdoor spaces.

Accessibility strategies include transfer platforms for visitors in wheelchairs, 
handrails, benches, audio tours, signage with Braille, and changes in surface 
materials as documented by the 6.5 worksheet. Safety strategies include 
clear, defined spaces and access control, visibility and sightlines, and a 
variety of options for access. Wayfinding strategies include clear entrances 
and gateways, landmarks, hierarchy of pedestrian circulation, distinct areas 
and regions, and maps and brochures.

Therefore, three points are approved. 

CREDIT 6.6: Provide opportunities for outdoor physical activity  
(4–5 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states on-site opportunities for 
physical activity are provided.

A trail and nature-based play areas, and exercise equipment for muscle 
strengthening, are provided for site users of all ages. User groups include 
families, children in city-sponsored camps, and local preschool groups. 
Support services include drinking fountains and restrooms. ADA accessibility 
is provided as well as a variety of options for access.

21 bicycle storage spaces are provided near the garden entrance.

Therefore, four points are approved. 
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CREDIT 6.7: Provide views of vegetation and quiet outdoor spaces 
for mental restoration (3–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states visual and physical connections 
to the outdoors optimize the mental health of site users.

Quiet, accessible outdoor spaces include an ampitheater and a lawn and 
provide 731 linear feet of seating, well over the amount required to seat 
5 percent of total site users based on 406 site users. Site plans and photos 
show the location and character of the outdoor spaces. The worksheet 
outlines the use of strategies such as benches, logs, and other seating, 
microclimate mitigation strategies, and many views of vegetation. Sound 
metering tests verify that the site noise level is below 50dB.

Therefore, three points are approved. 

CREDIT 6.8: Provide outdoor spaces for social interaction  
(3 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states outdoor gathering spaces in 
various sizes and orientations are provided to promote community for at 
least 5 percent of 406 site users.

Community oriented outdoor spaces include an ampitheater and play areas, 
and site plans and photos show the location and character of the outdoor 
spaces. The worksheet outlines a variety of seating including benches, 
seating walls, and the ampitheater, microclimate mitigation strategies, visual 
access to vegetation, and amenities such as restrooms or materials for 
nature play.

Therefore, three points are approved. 

CREDIT 6.9: Reduce light pollution (2 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states light pollution is minimized on 
site. The project falls within the LZ2-Low classification and the requirements 
per IESNA RP-33 are met.

The exterior site lighting design, schedule and calculations are provided to 
demonstrate lighting power densities do not exceed 80 percent for exterior 
areas and 50 percent for buildings facades and/or landscape features. The 
percentage of site lamp lumens above 90 degrees from nadir is 37 percent.

However, percentage of site lamp lumens above 90 degrees from nadir 
should be 0 percent to receive points for this credit.

Therefore, two points are denied. 
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CONSTRUCTION
21 possible points

PREREQUISITE 7.1:  Control and retain construction pollutants

The SITES submittal template provided states construction pollutants are 
controlled and retained on site.

A copy of the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan provided outlines best 
management practices such as designated location of temporary staging 
during construction, silt fence installation, and various other erosion and 
sediment control strategies implemented via the SWPPP. Drawings and a 
narrative, in addition to the plan, demonstrate that the NPDES is met by the 
more stringent local erosion and sedimentation control standards and codes.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 

PREREQUISITE 7.2:  Restore soils disturbed during construction

The SITES submittal template provided states soils disturbed or compacted 
during construction are restored.

Site plans showing areas of soils disturbed, restored, and re-vegetated 
during construction are provided. Some reference soil characteristics 
(i.e. soil texture, bulk density, organic matter levels, compaction, and soil 
chemical characteristics) are provided, along with the soil management 
plan outlining designated location of temporary staging during construction, 
installation of silt fencing, and various erosion and sediment control 
strategies implemented via the SWPPP. Receipts from soil, compost, and 
amendments suppliers are provided.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 
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CREDIT 7.3: Restore soils disturbed by previous construction  
(2–8 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states soil function is restored in 
areas where topsoils and subsoils were previously disturbed.

Site plans showing areas and extent of soils disturbed minimally (10,000 
square feet) by previous development, and restored and re-vegetated 
(7,500 square feet) are provided. Reference soil characteristics (i.e. soil 
texture, bulk density, organic matter levels, compaction, soil biological 
function, and soil chemical characteristics) are provided, along with the soil 
management plan outlining designated location of temporary staging during 
construction, installation of silt fencing, and various erosion and sediment 
control strategies implemented via the SWPPP. Receipts from soil, compost, 
and amendments suppliers are provided and a narrative describes how 
the results and strategy of the soil sampling/testing inform a sustainable 
approach to restoring soil conditions.

Therefore, two points are approved. 

CREDIT 7.4: Divert construction and demolition materials from 
disposal (3–5 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states 75 percent of structural 
materials and 95 percent of roads/infrastructure materials were diverted 
from disposal in the landfill.

A table listing the type of construction and demolition materials, the 
location of the receiving agent, and the quantity of waste diverted, 128.64 
tons, is provided. The materials diverted from disposal include concrete, 
wood, and metal. The construction and demolition plan includes instructions 
for how to stockpile and reuse and recycle materials so as to divert materials 
from the waste stream.

Therefore, five points are approved. 
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CREDIT 7.5: Reuse or recycle vegetation, rocks, and soil generated 
during construction (3–5 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states 100 percent of vegetation, 
soils, and mineral rock waste are retained for use within 50 miles of the site.

A table listing the type of vegetation, soils, and mineral/rock waste, the 
location of the receiving agent, and the quantity of waste diverted, 324.5 
tons and 957 cubic yards, is provided. The materials diverted from disposal 
include mulch, soil, and boulders and receipts and photographs verify land 
clearing materials retained.

A signature of the owner’s representative verifying that no land-clearing 
materials were disposed of in a landfill is provided.

Therefore, three points are approved. 

CREDIT 7.6: Minimize generation of greenhouse gas emissions and 
exposure to localized air pollutants during construction (1–3 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states reduced emission construction 
equipment is used on site during construction.

The idle reduction policy is provided, and will be enforced via the 
guidelines set forth in the Luci and Ian Family Garden Idle Reduction 
policy. An equipment maintenance plan, best management practices per 
manufacturer, and fuel purchase records for ASTM ultra-low sulfur are 
provided.

A list of construction equipment run-time hours used on site is provided, 
and the engine tier is indicated for each and manufacturer cut sheets are 
provided, demonstrating 50 percent of the construction equipment run-time 
hours used on site is Tier 2 or higher engine classification.

Therefore, one point is approved. 
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OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE
23 possible points

PREREQUISITE 8.1:  Plan for sustainable site maintenance

The SITES submittal template provided states the project has short and long 
term sustainable site maintenance strategies.

The Site Maintenance Plan worksheet lists maintenance strategies for plant 
and soils stewardship, invasive species and organic materials management, 
irrigation and water use, stormwater, materials, landscape maintenance 
equipment, and sensitive site features management. All team members 
have signed off that they have reviewed and participated in creation of the 
worksheet and the site manager has also signed off on implementation of 
the plan and communication of the plan with maintenance personnel.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 

PREREQUISITE 8.2:  Provide for storage and collection of 
recyclables

The SITES submittal template provided states space is provided for storage 
and collection of recyclables.

A waste audit or estimates of waste volumes, a site plan showing the 
size and location of recycling collection areas, and a narrative describing 
the recyclables collected is provided. In addition, information about how 
recyclables are collected and picked up is provided.

Therefore, this prerequisite is approved. 
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CREDIT 8.3: Recycle organic matter generated during site 
operations and maintenance (2–6 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states organic matter generated on 
site during operations and maintenance is recycled and/or composted.

An excerpt from the site maintenance plan describing the composting 
strategy is provided. Estimates of the volume of trimmings and waste are 
provided, demonstrating that vegetation trimmings are composted or/
recycled on site. A photo of the composting collection areas is provided. 
Although the composting is not directly within the SITES project boundary, 
the project site is part of the Wildflower Center campus and will share 
compost facilities.

A hypothetical plan for composting food waste that will be generated on site 
is provided, yet is not currently implemented.

Therefore, five points are approved. 

CREDIT 8.4: Reduce outdoor energy consumption for all landscape 
and exterior operations (1–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states energy efficient outdoor 
fixtures and equipment reduce energy consumption by 51 percent. 

Outdoor appliances include lighting, and the energy requirements for each 
lighting appliance are provided. A list of the lowest cost comparable items 
and their energy requirements are provided.

Therefore, one point is approved.
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CREDIT 8.5: Use renewable sources for landscape electricity needs  
(2–3 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states renewable energy sources are 
used for landscape electricity needs.

A narrative is provided stating the renewable energy sources on site do 
not generate at least 50 percent of the site’s electricity need, nor has the 
project entered into a two or four-year contract with a renewable energy 
provider for either 50 or 100 percent of the total site outdoor electricity. 
Utility bills demonstrate that only 24 percent of the energy requirements 
are met through on-site solar power, which is below the threshold for credit 
achievement.

However, the narrative also states that in order to use the solar array the 
project must enter into an Interconnection Agreement for Cogeneration 
with the project’s energy provider. The project has requested a four-year 
contract with the energy provider for the purchase of 100 percent of the 
site’s outdoor electricity needs, yet the electricity provider has not yet 
developed a rate structure for this type of agreement. 

Although, typically, a fully executed contract would be required as 
documentation, the project has made efforts in full faith to enter into a 
contract with the electricity provider. Yet, the purchase of Green-e products 
certification, as specified in the credit requirements, were not sought out as 
alternative compliance until the purchase rates become available from the 
energy provider.

Therefore, one point is approved and two points are denied.

CREDIT 8.6: Minimize exposure to environmental tobacco smoke 
(1–2 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states exposure to environmental 
tobacco smoke is minimized on site.

A copy of the smoke free policy and implementation plan is provided, 
specifically outlining that as part of the UT Austin campus smoking, is 
prohibited on the entire site.

Therefore, two points are approved. 
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CREDIT 8.7: Minimize generation of greenhouse gases and 
exposure to localized air pollutants during landscape maintenance 
activities (1–4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states landscape maintenance 
equipment utilized on the project minimizes air pollutants and greenhouse 
gas emissions.

50 percent of the power maintenance equipment used on site is designated 
to meet EPA emission levels, along with signed verification from the 
site manager that the plan will be implemented and communicated to 
maintenance personnel.

Therefore, three points are approved. 

CREDIT 8.8: Reduce emissions and promote the use of fuel-
efficient vehicles (4 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states preferred parking for carpools 
and vanpools and for fuel-efficient vehicles for a total of 5 percent of the 
parking lot capacity of 119 spaces is provided.

Calculations and site maps are provided.

Therefore, four points are approved.
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MONITORING AND INNOVATION
22 possible points

CREDIT 9.1: Monitor performance of sustainable design practices 
(10 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states the performance of 
sustainable design practices is being monitored over time.

Monitoring of Prerequisite 3.1, Prerequisite 4.1, and Credit 6.3 and 6.7 are 
conducted by Anjoli Fry, education coordinator, Nicholas Richman, licensed 
irrigator, and Justin Bush, invasive species coordinator.

Please also note that for the Pilot phase, SITES staff and advisors determined 
that, as many projects will not be able to submit and publish long-term 
data before the end of the Pilot Program, five points should be awarded for 
having a comprehensive plan and funding for monitoring efforts in place and 
five points will be awarded after the publication of monitoring results.

Therefore, five points are approved, and five points are pending the 
published results of site monitoring. 

CREDIT 9.2: Innovation in site design (4–12 points)

The SITES submittal template provided states the project demonstrates 
innovation through Eliminating the use of PVC, Public Involvement During 
Construction, and Preserve and Promote Wildlife.

The first proposed credit, Eliminate PVC, seeks to earn innovation points 
by replacing all permanent pipe systems with HDPE or other equivalents 
to protect the site from potential harmful effect of PVC and to take a stand 
against the harmful health effects on those involved in the manufacturing 
process. This effort is innovative and earns points for innovation.

The second proposed credit, Public Involvement During Construction, 
seeks to earn innovation points by engaging future site users during site 
construction via tours, providing opportunities for active participation in site 
development, and providing opportunities to leave a lasting personal mark 
on the site via donor signs, tiles or other elements. This effort is innovative 
and earns points for innovation.

The third proposed innovation credit, exemplary performance of Credit 6.3, 
Promote Sustainability Awareness and Education, seeks to earn innovation 
points for going above and beyond the credit requirements by providing all 
three types of listed programming. The listed programs and partnerships are 
indeed exemplary, and should earn points for exemplary performance.

Therefore, twelve points are approved. 
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